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PLEASE NOTE AND IN SUPPORT OF THE PEER TO PEER REVIEWERS:

FIRST AND FOREMOST: THANK YOU FOR YOUR REMARKS AND REVIEWS. THEY WERE
ALL, IN THEIR OWN RIGHT, OF USE TO US. HERE BELOW WE TRY TO REPLY AND
SUPPORT YOUR WISHES AND NEEDS. PLEASE EXCUSE US FOR THE CAPITALS USED
HERE. THE INTERFACE HAS A LIMITED AVAILABILITY TO ENABLE US IN DISTINGUISHING
THIS TEXT FROM THE ACTUAL ASSIGNMENT'S TEXT.
YES, WE FOLLOWED THE ASSIGNMENT (AS FAR AS WE UNDERSTOOD IT) BUT PROVIDED
EXTRAS FOR THOSE WHO ENJOY MORE FOR THE SAME PRICE.
FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT WISH TO KNOW THE PROCESS (WHICH OBVIOUSLY IS
DESCRIPTIVE) NOR CONTEXT, GO DIRECTLY TO 3.1; AS NOTED, THIS IS THE
ASSIGNMENT'S ESSAY. THE ESSAY ALONE IS A BIT MORE THAN 500 WORDS (about one
multiple more than the assigned total). IT DESCRIBES Eixample, Barcelona, Spain
CONTROLLED BY THE SIGNIFICANT DETAIL  Dynamics (such as growth) Affecting In-between
Space (SO, "WHAT IS THE POINT?" ONE REVIEWER ASKED:  THE SUPERIMPOSITION OF
THIS DETAIL ONTO A MAP OF ONE HISTORICAL CITY SUPPORTED BY ONE ESSAY OF 500
WORDS AND PRECEDED BY A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF 5 CITIES; THAT IS THE POINT
WE ENJOYED TO FOLLOW AND MAKE.
FOR THE READER WHO WANTS MORE SUBSTANCE (OR VISUAL DETAIL), IF NECESSARY
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RESOURCES ARE PROVIDED ONE (OR MORE) OF US IS (ARE) HAPPY TO ACTUALLY
IMPROVE THIS SUPERFICIAL AND INTRODUCTORY WORK INTO A DOCTORAL THESIS OR
EVEN A BOOK (WHICH, CONSIDERING THE ASSIGNMENT'S CONDITIONS, IT IS SURELY
FAR FROM NOW; AND DON'T BE FOOLED, IT IS NOT EVEN TRULY ACADEMIC IN NATURE).
THIS POINT IS NOT MEANT IRONICALLY.
FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT ENJOY TITLES, PLEASE SIMPLY IGNORE THEM. FOR THOSE
WHO DO NOT WANT TO READ EVERYTHING WE SUGGEST TO ONLY READ THE TITLES
(THEY ARE A POETIC SUMMARY OF THE PARAGRAPHS).
THE MORE IMPORTANT ACCOMPANYING VISUALS ARE THE LAST THREE; image
references: Team #594-2-barcelona maps 02, 03 and 04.
IF THE TEXT WITHIN THE IN-LINE EXCEL (comparing the 5 cities as required by the
assignment) IS TOO SMALL FOR YOU, PLEASE USE THE TWO OTHER LINKS WE DID
PROVIDE (one to FLICKR and one to GOOGLE DRIVE; a "link" is here not only a URL). ALSO,
THE ZOOM-IN FUNCTION IS AVAILABLE WITHIN MOST SOFTWARE ENVIRONMENTS.
FOR THOSE WHO REQUESTED MORE REFERENCES: PLEASE FOLLOW THE PROVIDED
LINKS FOR THOSE REFERENCES ASSOCIATED WITH THE EXCEL; PLEASE FOLLOW THE
LINKS FOR THOSE REFERENCES ASSOCIATED WITH ASSIGNMENT 1 (i.e. the academic
references for "in-between" space can for instance be found via jan's first assignment).
ALTHOUGH A FEW MORE REFERENCES ARE PROVIDED HERE BELOW, NEW MEDIA HAS
OFFERED US THE POSSIBILITY TO CREATE INTER-TEXTUALITY AMONGST SEVERAL
LINKED LOCATIONS.  WE DID NOT PUT ALL OF THOSE REFERENCE LISTINGS IN-LINE
BECAUSE IT WOULD RESULT IN AN EVEN MORE TEDIOUS TEXT THAT WOULD SEEM EVEN
LONGER.

"Palmanova, Italy (REF: IT)" analyzed by asmus ziegler
"Karlsruhe, Germany (REF: D)" analyzed by balint halasz
"Letchworth, UK (REF: UK)" analyzed by jan hauters
"Barcelona (Eixample), Spain (REF: SP)" analyzed by matteo bettoni
"Brasilia, Brasil (REF: BR)" analyzed by putri haniman
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INTRODUCTION
Barcelona—Growth Affecting In-between Space.

This assignment focuses on Barcelona (Eixample), Spain. The co-authors decided to associate this
historically planned city with one hybrid of two significant details, namely the manner with which
growth has influenced in-between space. Before getting to PART 3, the supporting five-hundred
word long essay and its associated visual mapping (provided in PART 2), we decided to share some
hints of our process in the short PART 1 here below.

1.2
HISTORICAL FRAMEWORK
A Trans-Polis Analysis of Five Historic Cities

The second assignment required of its participants to analyze five (by Leuphana hand-picked)
historical/historic city plans/cities:
The conglomerated analysis can be studied in detail via our publicly shared (viewing+non-editing)
Google Drive link. In addition we have uploaded the image format of the same excel sheet onto
Flickr (within Leuphana's group search for "594") as well as put them here in-line (note: references
can be found within the Google Drive version of this Excel file):

PART 1

1.1





Key-visual resources (entitled with team code: #594) can be linked to here below (or can be found
within the Leuphana Flickr group):

"Palmanova, Italy (REF: IT)"
IT-01 [image reference: 594-2-IT-01-Palmanova1600.jpg]
IT-02 [image reference: 594-2-IT-02-_______________.jpg]



"Karlsruhe, Germany (REF: D)"
D-01  [image reference: 594-2-D-01-Karlsruhe-plan-1715.jpg] 
D-02  [image reference: 594-2-D-02-Karlsruhe_1843.jpg]

"Letchworth, UK (REF: UK)"   
UK-01 [image reference: 594-2-UK-01-3_magnets.jpg]
UK-02 [image reference: 594-2-UK-02-Ebenezer Howard's vision of social cities, 1898.jpg]
UK-03 [image reference: 594-2-UK-03-letchworth_map_1910.jpg]

"Barcelona (Eixample), Spain (REF: SP)"
SP-01 [image reference: 594-2-SP-01-PlaCerda1859b.jpg]
SP-02 [image reference: 594-2-SP-02-Eixample_aire.jpg]
SP-03 [image reference: 594-2-SP-03-_________________]

"Brasilia, Brasil (REF: BR)"
BR-01 [image reference: 594-02-BR-05-BR-4451.jpg]
BR-02 [image reference: 594-02-BR-06-Montagem_Brasília.jpg]

[note: the copyright status of the above resources is either in the public domain or has been
explicitly designated as useable for non-commercial educational purposes].

PART 2

2.1
ANACHRONISTIC ASSOCIATION?
Linking One Assignment-One Significant Detail with One Assignment-Two City

Based on the assignment's guidelines, on our group analysis, and on our interaction we concluded
to handpick one "significant detail" and map it onto one "historic planned city." Here are the five city
names again:

"Palmanova, Italy (REF: IT)" analyzed by asmus ziegler
"Karlsruhe, Germany (REF: D)" analyzed by balint halasz
"Letchworth, UK (REF: UK)" analyzed by jan hauters
"Barcelona (Eixample), Spain (REF: SP)" analyzed by matteo bettoni
"Brasilia, Brasil (REF: BR)" analyzed by putri haniman

The created and available categories and attributes (as can be found under the above-mentioned
PART 1) were enriched by the resources we could dip into from our shared Assignment One. The
main keywords derived from our individual significant details were decided to be the following:

asmus: city centers & radial street patterns [please find team's 335's entire Assignment One
text here]
putri: growth, mega blocks & in-between space [please find team 334's entireAssignment One
text here]
matteo: growth  [please find team 334's entire Assignment One text here]
ballint: growth (planned vs fact) [please find team 334's entire Assignment One text here]
jan: in-between space (and its dynamics of territorialization) [please find team 339's entire
Assignment One text here]

From these categories and attributes we collectively decided to associate "in-between space



influenced by growth" with the city of
Barcelona (Eixample), Spain.

2.2
MAPPING ACROSS TIME
Visualization of The Significant Detail onto The Historic City's Map

For the mapping stage of this assignment we decided to use the following map [image reference:
594-2-SP-00-Eixample.jpg]

The mapping resulted into the following augmented map(s) found via the following Google Drive
links or via Leuphana's Flickr group:

[image reference: Team #594-2-barcelona-map_01.jpg]



[image reference: Team #594-2-barcelona-map_02.jpg]

[image reference: [image reference: Team #594-2-barcelona-map_03.jpg]



[image reference: Team #594-2-barcelona-map_04.jpg]



3.1
A SUPPORTIVE ESSAY

Content
Introduction
i. “In-between” Space
i.i Blocks & Public Space
i.ii Streets & Public Space
ii. Reversing a Trend: In-between Dynamics as an Urban Catalyst
ii.i Tangible and Present-Day Strategies.
ii.ii  Intangible and Near-Future Strategies.
iii. Mapping In-between Spaces

Introduction

In this Essay we shall provide three main elements. Firstly, a short contextualization of the
“significant detail:” in-between space (and the potential dynamics influencing in-between space due
to such variables as “growth”). This shall be provided in sections 1 and 2.1. These two sections
shall showcase a tension or shift over time since planning, execution to present-day iteration.
Secondly, identified points of attention shall be visualized within section 3 as augmentations on a
provided map of Barcelona’s Eixample in Spain. Thirdly, the argumentation surrounding the
“significant detail” onto the map shall be identified and briefly discussed. We aim to allude where
future growth (or possibly other dynamics as well) from the point of vision and planning could alter
such in-between space. That can be found in section  2.2. The goal is to identify and imply potential
areas of future attention in planning; perhaps towards an attention beyond a stage of planning.

i. “In-between” Space

i.i. Blocks & Public Space

To increase density—for instance, in light of potential growth in financial returns—the blocks’
planned public courtyards were progressively privatized, thereby reducing the public realm to the
streets. Buildings were constructed on all fours sides of the block, rather than only two. Instead of
16 metres, the average height went up to over 24 metres. And, all of the planned private and public
gardens in the interiors behind the building blocks were deterritorialized by single-storey structures.
The result was an extremely densely-built neighbourhood claimed by structures for purposes
beyond or besides social/communal/user maximization. [See the table below, comparing Eixample’s
with Barcelona’s density (Fernandez, 2006. p77).]

PART 3



i.ii Streets & Public Space

Not just the courtyards became denser and more occupied. The street itself, as an in-between
space, suffered of the rapid growth and territorialization of an automobile-based society. This
dynamic grew far beyond Cerda’s intuitions: the chamfered corners of building blocks became
parking space, as well as some of the wide sidewalks, affecting the Eixample not only with traffic
and noise but also with a shift in (ideal? and intentional) character.

ii. Reversing a Trend: In-between Dynamics as an Urban Catalyst

ii.i Tangible and Present-Day Strategies.

The process of densifying was reversed in 1986 by a new law promoting the recuperation of the
courtyards for public space. One could argue this specific legislation instigated the
deterritorialization of previously claimed in-between space. Both the public and private sectors were
involved in this process and it was decided to create a mixed economy company to act as a
catalyst and promoter of the revitalization of the city centre: “ProEixample” was created, with public
and private financial backing.This project reasserts Cerdà’s agenda for a diverse public realm
forming a fluid network through streets and reclaimed courtyards while creating unique localities.
The re-introduction of public space in the block’s interior transgresses the current dichotomy of the
public-private realm and requires a particular attention to the privacy condition of the surrounding
programs.It could perhaps be interpreted as a moderating shift away from forces accentuating
market (i.e. privatization) and technology  (i.e. in-between spaces catered towards motorized
vehicles) somewhat back towards a social vision-in-praxis. However, the recovery of the block
interiors is not only a benefit to citizens. The value of block interior units are revalued up to 20%.
Thus, builders have joined the initiative and are  investing in recovering these interiors.The ultimate
goal is to create one patio-garden for every nine blocks. But in order to achieve that another 20
inner courtyards must be recovered. It is unlikely that so many will become available in the near
future. The patio-gardens contribute only modestly to the increase of public space in the Eixample.
From 1.6 m2 per resident the number has gone up to 1.7 m2.



co-authors would have liked to explore the present-day towards near-future conditions of
Eixample's in-between space and how new technologies are or could be mapped onto these (i.e.
Eixample's in-between spaces maximized by digital signage, new media or augmented reality,
Eixample's spaces co-existing as virtual realities, Eixample's in-between spaces enriched or altered
due to shifts in forms of community from the tangible into the realm of cyberspace, etc). Questions
such as whether the original plan generated unused, empty spaces, and if yes, what happened to
these spaces, how are they used today (anomalies in the grid), how could they be used tomorrow?
Besides strategies implementing new media one could surely consider other scenarios and
mechanisms as well. If technologies were to be considered, what would be the effect on these
spaces, how would it affect the citizens, or in general, how did and would major changes in 
technology (for example usage of hand-held devices) modify functionality?

iii. Mapping In-between Spaces

In this paragraph the above maps and their content shall be summarized. For the mapping stage of
this assignment we decided to use the 1859 map of Cerdà’s Eixample. As can be seen from the
details provided on the edited map we augmented the first [image reference: Team #594-2-
barcelona-map_01.jpg] by highlighting the most obvious of in-between spaces; the streets. In
Cerdà’s design there were 3 widths planned and a fourth set followed the historical lines. The
following augmentation [image reference: Team #594-2-barcelona-map_02.jpg] showcasing the
blocks and how their associated in-between public spaces were planned. These in-between
spaces altered over time; The third illustration visualizes such “growth” [image reference: Team
#594-2-barcelona-map_03.jpg]. Finally,  in the last image [image reference: Team #594-2-
barcelona-map_04.jpg] we contrast past with present in regards to the dynamics influencing these
same in-between spaces.

3.2
BEYOND THE ESSAY; BEYOND THE PLAN
an afterthought

The transition from territorialization to the reterritorialization of in-between space supported by
means of public dynamics (i.e. legislation and most likely its preceding communal pressure of sorts)
create questions in regards to the “ideal” of what Eixample was planned to be, was iterated to be
and was shifted to become. Who’s ideal should a planner and citizen take into consideration, how
and to which degrees should various ideals be coexisting or in struggle? By which vantage point or
with what priority shall one plan? Who is catered?

A shift—as we found here in the Barcelona case study— that takes the planner’s design of
in-between space yet again into consideration; revives it or better yet, brings it finally from paper
architecture into physical form, is a development towards an ideal. However is this too growth, or
rather progress or perhaps reactionism? In the essay such questions were not answered but rather
the essay created a platform (at least for its co-authors) to enable critical analysis of past, present
and future via a case study and a controlling idea (i.e. Barcelona and the dynamics influencing its
in-between space).

ii.ii Intangible and Near-Future Strategies.

Space and time in relation to this essay do not truly allow a serious consideration, but ideally the



title in italics. publisher's city: publisher's name.]

Carrer Aribauthe; current situation Retrieved February 11, 2013 from Google streetview; the
historical photo retrieved February 11, 2013 from http://www.barcelonarutas.com/imag/carrer-
aribau-500x200.jpg
Carrer Diputacio; current situation Retrieved February 11, 2013 from Google streetview; the
historical photo retrieved February 11, 2013 from http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-brg30ymydIg
/TxG08qdsmBI/AAAAAAAAVb4/yGQcp8I8RQY/s1600/CARRER+DIPUTACIO.jpg
Fernandez, V. (2006). Cerda and Barcelona: Research and Plan. Boston: Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (Master of Science thesis in Architecture Studies).
Passaig Sant Joan; the current situation Retrieved February 11, 2013 from Google streetview;
the historical photo retrieved February 11, 2013 from  http://mdc.cbuc.cat/cdm/singleitem
/collection/fffmompou/id/169/rec/210
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